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Commerce and Insurance Commissioner Paula Flowers has appointed Larry C. Knight Jr. as 
Assistant Commissioner for Insurance. 
 
Knight, 36, has been with Commerce and Insurance for ten years, rising in the ranks from an 
entry-level Financial Institutions Examiner to  Insurance Examiner-In-Charge. He holds a 
bachelor's degree in Economics from Austin Peay State University. He is a Certified Financial 
Examiner and an Accredited Financial Examiner. 
 
He will head a staff of 125 employees regulating Tennessee's insurance industry, which 
includes 97,722 licensed insurance agents, numerous employers who self-insure their workers 
compensation plans, and 110 domestic insurers. Insurance companies paid $346.2 million in 
premium tax last year. 
 
``We are delighted to have someone of Larry's calibre and leadership ability for this important 
position,'' Commissioner Flowers said. ``He's well-respected by the Insurance Division staff, and 
has the respect of the industry as well.'' 
 
Knight’s appointment was announced to Insurance Division staff this week, and was greeted 
with enthusiastic cheers from his co-workers. 
 
``My goal is to provide balanced regulation and oversight of the insurance industry, and to 
provide more outreach and information to Tennessee’s insurance consumers,’’ Knight said.  
 
Flowers also thanked Asst. Commissioner for the Securities Division, Daphne Smith, who has 
been supervising the Insurance Division since March, in addition to managing the Securities 
Division.  
 
 
 
 




